The Gospel of Matthew 16

Matthew Chapter 16 
Recap
https://bibleproject.com/videos/matthew-14-28/ 
In chapters 14-20, the next main section of the book, Matthew explores the different perspectives people had about what it meant for Jesus to be the Messiah. Jesus keeps healing sick people, and twice he miraculously [image: ]provides food for huge crowds in the desert, one of which is made up of Jewish people (ch. 14), the other non-Jewish (ch. 15).

Chapter 15 revives the debate between Jesus and the Pharisees over the Jewish law, particularly traditions about what defiles (15:1-20). After the dialogue, Matthew returns to recounting Jesus’ miracles: first, of healings (the Canaanite Woman in 15:21- 28, and “many others” in 15:29-31), and then, of another feeding (15:32-39).

So much of human religion deals with externals. What makes the Christian faith a “religion of the heart”?



Seeking Signs (16:1-4) and the Yeast of the Pharisees and Sadducees (16:5-12)
Conflict continues as the Pharisees and Sadducees confront Jesus yet again. Matthew clearly indicates their hostility, using the same verb for their intention “to test” him (16:1) found in the devil’s “testing” of Jesus in 4:1, 3. They are acting as the devil does. This image is further reinforced by Jesus’ polemical rebuke, in which he calls them “evil” (16:4), the same term used to refer to the devil in 6:13. The juxtaposition of Jesus’ miracles in chapters 14-15 with the Jewish leaders’ request for a sign from heaven ironically underscores their hard-hearted inability to discern the signs that are right before their eyes. This negative portrayal makes it unsurprising that Jesus then launches into a strong warning against the Pharisees’ and Sadducees’ teachings, which spread like yeast spreads through dough.
Peter’s Confession and Jesus’ Prediction About the Church (16:13-20)
Matthew has been dubbed the “Gospel of the Church,” partly because only here in the canonical Gospels do we find explicit reference to the “church.” The term that we translate “church” (ekklēsia) literally means “the called out ones,” from ek (out) + klesis (call). (Hence also “ecclesiastical.”) In the ancient Greek political arena, ekklēsia referred to a democratic assembly of citizens […].
In Matthew, the concept of this assembly of God’s people corresponds closely to the kingdom of heaven. The two times the term ekklēsia is used (16:18 and 18:17) both concern the governance of God’s people. In this instance, following Peter’s climactic confession that Jesus is “the Messiah, the Son of the living God” (16:16), Jesus blesses him and declares, “You are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church” (16:18).
There are several interpretive difficulties here. First, does “the rock” refer to Peter, or to Christ? On the one hand, some point out that Jesus’ new name for Simon – Peter – means “rock” in Greek, creating a word play in 16:18, and indicating that Peter is that solid foundation. On the other hand, others (like Augustine in the 4th century) have argued that the rock is Christ (see, e.g., 1 Cor. 3:11; 10:4), and Peter simply represents all believers.
What do the “keys” and the language of binding and loosing refer in 16:19? 
Jesus’ First Passion Prediction (16:21-23) and Taking Up Your Cross (16:24-28)
Jesus’ prediction about his church is followed by the first prediction of his impending death and resurrection (16:21-23) and a sobering claim that discipleship entails similar self-sacrifice. In Matthew 16.24, the verbs Jesus uses for “take up” and “follow” can sound in English like a one-time experience, as though the decision to follow Jesus is made in a moment. In Greek, however, the verbs signify continuous, ongoing motion. Jesus is saying, “You must take up your cross and follow me continuously.”

Questions:
1. Matthew 16:13-20 has led to centuries of debate over the organization of Christ’s church, from the establishment of the Pope in Rome, through the Protestant Reformation, and into today. How is your church structured, and why? 
2. What does it mean today to “take up your cross and follow Jesus continuously”? What is the role of suffering in discipleship?
Sources:
Journey Through: https://journeythrough.org/courses/matthew/lessons/ Day 36-37
Yale Bible Study: https://yalebiblestudy.org/courses/the-gospel-of-matthew/
BibeProject: https://bibleproject.com/guides/book-of-matthew/
[bookmark: PageNumWizard_FOOTER_Default_Page_Style3]2

[bookmark: PageNumWizard_FOOTER_Default_Page_Style3]2
image1.jpeg
THE GOSYEL ACCORDING TO W

AT ThE

FULFILL OLD TESTAMENT PROPHETIC PROMISES

THE 0k hW KNGt

i
o
wornm UM I

wmx

gy

e
T |
ﬁ ﬁ ? hﬂm bl

W 0 a6
15 JUDGED 08 THER BEVALF |





